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In this Aug: 18, 2021, file photo, a poster honoring medical and frontline workers, chanose 


Center in Shreveport, La. 
Associated Press 
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BOOK YOUR PCR & ANTIGEN TEST 






One pound of Natural grass-Fed Beef from the Argentinean Pampas, 
Grilled to perfection by our Master Chefs over a real Charcoal Fire... 
Juicy, Lean and full of Flavor, 


ti Is Time for an extraordinary steak! 


Closed on Sundays 
Open Monday through Saturday trom [1:30am oll lpm. For reservations call 382-3677 
Lunch and Early Bird specials available till 5pm. Happy Hour from 5-7 pm 
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*French-Caribbean cuisine 
*Outdoor seatii 
*Live music 
Mon - Fri by MARiSELA 


Thur - Sat by Jairo Saxophone 


ly bird special from 5 till 7 
3c eeurse menu including a glass of wine $32 





In this Aug. 17, 2021, file photo, an ICU nurse, moves electrical 
cords for medical machines, outside the room of a patient 
suffering from COVID-19, in an intensive care unit at the Willis- 
Knighton Medical Center in Shreveport, La. 

Associated Press 
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NOW AVAILABLE Pre construction prices 
starting at $450,775 turn-key! (including furniture). 
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By HEATHER’ HOLLING- 
SWORTH and MICHAEL 
KUNZELMAN 


Associated Press 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has created a nurse staff- 
ing crisis that is forcing 
many U.S. hospitals to pay 
top dollar to get the help 
they need to handle the 
crush of patients this sum- 
mer. 

The problem, health lead- 
ers say, is twofold: Nurses 
are quitting or retiring, ex- 
hausted or demoralized 
by the crisis. And many are 
leaving for lucrative tem- 
porary jobs with traveling- 
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nurse agencies that can 
pay $5,000 or more a week. 
It's gotten to the point 
where doctors are saying, 
"Maybe | should quit be- 
ing a doctor and go be a 
nurse," said Dr. Phillio Coule, 
chief medical officer at 
Georgia's Augusta Univer- 
sity Medical Center, which 
has on occasion seen 20 to 
30 resignations in a week 
from nurses taking traveling 
jobs. 

The average pay for a trav- 
eling nurse has soared from 
roughly $1,000 to $2,000 per 
week before the pandem- 
ic to $3,000 to $5,000 now, 
said Sophia Morris, a vice 
president at San Diego- 
based health care staffing 
firm Aya Healthcare. She 
said Aya has 48,000 open- 
ings for traveling nurses to 
fill. 

At competitor  SimpliFi, 
President James Quick said 
the hospitals his company 
works with are seeing un- 
precedented levels of va- 
cancies. 

"Small medium-sized 
hospitals generally have 
dozens of full-time open- 
ings, and the large health 
systems have hundreds of 
full-time openings,’ he said. 
The explosion in pay has 
made it hard on hospi- 
tals without deep enough 
oocke’s. 

Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly la- 
mented recently that the 
state's hospitals risk being 
outbid for nurses by other 
states that pay a "fortune." 
She said Wednesday that 
several hospitals, including 
one in Topeka, had open 
beds but no nurses to staff 
them. 

In Kansas City, Missouri, 
Truman Medical Centers 
has lost about 10 nurses to 
travel jobs in recent days 
and is looking for travelers 
to replace them, said CEO 
Charlie Shields. 

He said it is hard to com- 
pete with the travel agen- 
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cies, which are charging 
hospitals $165 to $170 an 
hour per nurse. He said the 
agencies take a big cut of 
that, but he estimated that 
nurses are still clearing $70 
to $90 an hour, which is 
two to three times what the 
hospital pays its staff nurses. 
| think clearly people are 
taking advantage of the 
demand that Is out there,” 
Shields said. "| hate to use 
“gouged' as a description, 
but we are clearly paying 
Qa premium and allowing 
people to have fairly high 
profit margins." 

In Texas, more than 6,000 
travel nurses have flooded 
the state to helo with the 
surge through a state-sup- 
ported program. But on the 
same day that 19 of them 
went to work at a hospital 
in the northern part of the 
state, 20 other nurses at the 
same place gave notice 
that they would be leav- 
ing for a traveling contract, 
said Carrie Kroll, a vice 
president at the Texas Hos- 
pital Association. 

‘The nurses who havent 
left, who have stayed with 
their facilities, they are 
seeing these other peo- 
ple come in now who are 
making more money. It 
provides a tense working 
environment," Kroll said. 
The pandemic was in its 
early stages when Kim Da- 
vis, 36, decided to quit her 
job at an Arkansas hospi- 
tal and become a travel 
nurse. She said she has 
roughly doubled her in- 
come in the 14 months that 
she has been treating pa- 
tients in intensive care units 
in Phoenix; San Bernardino, 
California; and Tampa, 
Florida. 

“Since I've been traveling, 
I've paid off all my debt. | 
paid off about $50,000 in 
student loans," she said. 
Davis said many of her col- 
leagues are following the 
same path.) 
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Democrats promote Cheney fo vice chairwoman of Jan. 6 panel 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Democrats have 
promoted Republican Rep. 
Liz Cheney to vice chatr- 
woman of a committee in- 
vestigating the Jan. 6 Capi- 
tol insurrection, placing her 
in a leadership spot on the 
panel as some Republicans 
are threatening to oust her 
from the GOP conference 


for participating. 
Cheney, a fierce critic of 
former President Donald 


Trump, has remained defi- 
ant amid the criticism from 
her own party, insisting that 
Congress must probe the 
Capitol attack, in which 
hundreds of Trump’s sup- 
porters violently pushed 
past police, broke into the 
building and _= interrupted 
the certification of Joe 
Biden's presidential elec- 
tion victory. 

“We owe It to the American 
people fo investigate ev- 
erything that led up to, and 
transpired on, January 6th,” 
Cheney, R-Wyo., said in a 
statement as Democrats 
announced her promotion 
on Thursday. “We will not 
be deterred by threats or 
attempted obstruction and 
we will not rest until our task 
is complete.” 

Cheney's appointment as 
vice chairwoman comes 
amid an effort by some Re- 
publicans to oust Cheney 
and Rep. Adam Kinzinger 
of Illinois from the GOP con- 
ference because they ac- 
cepted their aopointments 
to the panel from House 
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In this July 27, 2021 file photo, Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wy., listens to testimony from Washington 
Metropolitan Police Department Officer Daniel Hodges during the House select committee 
hearing on the Jan. 6 attack on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


Soeaker Nancy Pelosi. A 
draft letter by Arizona Rep. 
Andy Biggs to Republican 
Leader Kevin McCarthy 
obtained by The Associat- 
ed Press calls Cheney and 
Kinzinger “two spies for the 
Democrats” whom Repub- 
licans cannot trust to at- 
tend their private meetings. 
Biggs, chairman of the con- 
servative House Freedom 
Caucus, Is calling on the 
conference to change its 
rules to state that any Re- 
publican who accepts a 


committee assignment 
or serves ON a Committee 
without a recommenda- 


tion from GOP. leadership 


“shall immediately cease 
to be a Member of the 
Conference.” McCarthy's 
office did not respond to 
a request for comment 
about Biggs’ proposal. 
Cheney, who was already 
booted from her position 
as GOP conference chatr- 
woman earlier this year, 
has been undeterred by 
the criticism, despite serious 
primary challenges back 
home. The daughter of 
former Vice President Dick 
Cheney has formed the un- 
likely alliance with Pelosi in 
what she has framed as an 
existential fight for the party 
and for democracy itself. 


Associated Press 


“Every member of this com- 
mittee is dedicated to con- 
ducting a non-partisan, 
professional, and thorough 
investigation of all the rel- 
evant facts regarding Jan- 
vary 6th and the threat to 
our Constitution we faced 
that day,” Cheney said in 
the statement. “I have ac- 
cepted the position of Vice 
Chair of the committee 
to assure that we achieve 


that goal.” 
As the committee has 
met privately, Cheney 


has worked closely with 
Democrats in determin- 
ing the direction of the 
orobe. The committee's 


chairman, Mississiopi Rep. 
Bennie Thompson, said in 
the statement announc- 
ing Cheney's appointment 
that Democrats are “for- 
tunate to have a partner 
of such strength and cour- 
age” and that Cheney's 
insights have shaped the 
early work of the panel. 
Cheney “has demonstrat- 
ed again and again her 
commitment to getting 
answers about January 
6th, ensuring accountabil- 
ity, and doing whatever it 
takes to protect democ- 
racy for the American peo- 
ple,” Thompson said. 

The vice chair position, Usu- 
ally reserved for a member 
of the Democratic major- 
ity, gives Cheney a top 
role on the panel after Mc- 
Carthy decided not to ap- 
point any of his members to 
the committee. McCarthy 
oulled all five Republicans 
he had chosen after Pelosi 
rejected two of them, and 
he has harshly criticized 
Cheney and Kinzinger for 
participating at her re- 
quest. 

The committee’s work. is 
just getting started and 
could last months or years. 
Thompson issued broad re- 
quests for information last 
week to law enforcement 
agencies and social media 
companies about the plan- 
ning of the = insurrection, 
and this week he asked 
technology and telecom- 
munications platforms to 
preserve personal commu- 
nications surrounding the 
attack. L} 





The Associated Press 

U.S. traffic deaths in the 
first quarter of 2021 rose by 
10.5% over last year, even 
as driving has declined, 
the governments road 
safety agency reported 
Thursday. 

The National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration 
estimated that 8,730 peo- 
ple died in motor vehicle 
traffic crashes from Janu- 
ary through March, com- 
oared with the 7,900 fatali- 
ties from the same period 





in 2020. 

The increase in traffic fatal- 
ities is a continuation of a 
trend that started in 2020. 
In June, the NHTSA report- 
ed that traffic deaths rose 
7% last year to 38,680, the 
most since 2007. That in- 
crease came even as the 
number of miles traveled 
by vehicle fell 13% from 
2019 due to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. 

The NHTSA said drivers 
continue to exhibit risky 
behavior on the roads, 


NHTSA: Traffic deaths rise again as 
drivers take risks 


including speeding, not 
wearing seat belts, and 
driving under the influence 
of arugs of clechol: 

Preliminary data from the 
Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration shows that vehicle 
miles traveled fell 2.1% — 
roughly 14.9 billion miles 
— in the first three months 
of 2021. The agency es- 
timates that there were 
1.26 deaths per 100 million 
vehicle miles traveled in 
the first quarter this year, 
compared to a rate of 
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In this March 31, 2021 file photo, traffic flows along Interstate 90 
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highway as a Metra suburban commuter train moves along an 


elevated track in Chicago. 


Associated Press 


1.12 deaths for the same _ Neither the data from 2020 


period in 2020. 


nor 2021 is final. 
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Death toll tops 30 after Ida’s remnants blindside Northeast 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN, 
DAVID PORTER and JENNI- 
FER PELTZ 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
stunned U.S. East Coast 
faced a rising death toll, 
surging rivers, tornado 
damage and continuing 
calls for rescue Thursday 
after the remnants of Hur- 
ricane Ida walloped the re- 
gion with record-breaking 
rain, drowning more than 
two dozen people in their 
homes and cars. 

InN a region that had been 
wamed about potentially 
deadly flash flooding but 
hadn't braced for such a 
blow from the no-longer- 
hurricane, the storm killed 
at least 32 people from 
Maryland to New York on 
Wednesday night and 
Thursday morning. 

At least 12 people died in 
New York City, police said, 
one of them in a car and 
11 in flooded basement 
apartments that often 
serve as relatively afford- 
able homes in one of the 
nation’s most expensive 
housing markets. Suburban 
Westchester County report- 
ed three deaths. Officials 
said at least 10 people died 
in New Jersey and at least 
five in Pennsylvania, _ in- 
cluding one killed by a falll- 
ing tree and another who 
drowned in his car after 
helping his wife to escape, 
according to authorities. A 
Connecticut state police 
sergeant perished after his 
cruiser was swept away. 

In New York City, Sophy Liv 
roused her son from bed 
and put him in a life jacket 
and _ inflatable swimming 
ring as their first-floor apart- 
ment flooded in Queens. 
Unable to open the door 
against the force of the 
water, she called friends for 
helo. The water was nearly 
5 feet (1.5 meters) high 
when they came to her res- 
cue, she said. 

“|! was obviously scared, 
but | had to be strong for 
my son. | had to calm him 
down,” she recalled Thurs- 
day as medical examiners 
removed three bodies from 
a home down the street. 

In another part of Queens, 
water rapidly filled Debo- 
rah Torres’ first-floor apart- 
ment to her knees as her 
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water during flooding in Philadelphia, Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021 in the aftermath 


of downpours and high winds from the remnants of Hurricane Ida that hit the area. 


landlord frantically urged 
her neighbors below — who 
included a baby — to get 
out, she said. But the water 
rushed in so strongly that 
she surmised they weren't 
able to open the door. The 
three residents died. 

“| have no words,” she said. 
“How can something like 
this happen?” 

Ida’s remnants maintained 
a soggy core, then merged 
with a more traditional 
storm front and dropped 
an onslaught of rain on 
the Interstate 95 corridor, 
meteorologists said. Similar 
weather has followed hur- 
ricanes before, but experts 
said it was slightly exacer- 
bated by climate change 
— warmer air holds more 
rain — and urban settings, 
where expansive pave- 
ment prevents water from 
seeping into the ground. 
The National Hurricane 
Center had warned since 
Tuesday of the potential for 
“significant and life-threat- 
ening flash flooding” and 
moderate and major river 
flooding in the mid-Atlantic 
region and New England. 
Still New York Gov. Kathy 
Hochul and New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said the 
storm's strength took them 
by surprise. 

“We did not know that be- 
tween 8:50 and 9:50 p.m. 
last night, that the heavens 
would literally open up and 
bring Niagara Falls level of 
water to the streets of New 


York,” said Hochul, a Dem- 
ocrat who became gover- 
nor last week after former 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo re- 
signed. 

De Blasio, also a Democrat, 
said he’d gotten a forecast 
Wednesday of 3 to 6 inches 
(7.5 fo 15 cm) of rain over 
the course of the day. The 
city’s Central Park ended 
Up getting 3.15 inches just 
in one hour, surpassing the 
previous recorded high of 
1.94 inches (5 cm} in one 
hour during Tropical Storm 
Henri on Aug. 21. 
Wednesday's storm ulfi- 
mately dumped over 9 
Inches (23 cm) of rain in 
parts of New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Massachusetts 
and Rhode sland, and 
nearly as much on New 
York City’s Staten Island. 

In Washington, President 
Joe Biden assured North- 
east residents that federal 
first resoonders were on the 
ground to help clean up. 
As lda’s remnants hit New 
York, some highways flood- 
ed, garbage bobbed in 
streaming streets and wa- 
ter cascaded into the city’s 
subway tunnels, trapping 
at least 17 trains and halt- 
ing service until early morn- 
ing. Videos online showed 
riders standing on seats in 
swamped cars. All riders 
were evacuated safely, of- 
ficials said. 

At one Queens develop- 
ment, water filled the sunk- 
en patio of a basement 


Associated Press 


apartment, then broke 
through a glass door, trap- 
ping a 48-year-old woman 
in 6 feet (2 meters) of wa- 
ter. Neighbors unsuccess- 
fully tried for an hour to 
save her. 

“She was screaming, ‘Help 
me, helo me, helo me!’ We 
all came to her aid, trying 
to get her out. But it was so 
strong — the thrust of the wa- 
ter was so strong,” said the 
building’s assistant superin- 
tendent, Jayson Jordan. In 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, near 
Newark Airport, four peo- 
ple died and 600 were left 
homeless from rain and riv- 
er flooding in an apartment 
complex, Mayor J. Christian 
Bollwage said. 

Neighbors described hear- 
ing screaming from the 
complex at about 11 p.m. 
as water flowed down the 
street, pushing dumpsters 
and cars around. 

“Sandy had nothing on 
this,” resident Jennifer Vil- 
chez said, referring fo 
2012's Superstorm Sandy. 
Greg Turner, who lives in 
another part of the city, 
said his 87-year-old mother 
started calling 911 from the 
complex at 8 p.m. when 
the water started rising in 
her apartment. High water 
kept him and his brother 
from getting to her. 

As midnight approached, 
the water reached her 
neck, he said. Rescuers fi- 
nally cut through the floor 
of the apartment above 


and pulled her to safety. 
“She lost everything,” Turn- 
er said as he headed to a 
bank for money to buy his 
mother clothes and shoes. 
In New Jersey's Milford Bor- 
ough, authorities said they 
found a man’s body in a 
car buried up to its hood in 
dirt and rocks. 

The ferocious storm also 
soawned tornadoes — at 
least seven, according 
to the National Weather 
Service. One split trees on 
Cape Cod, another tore off 
part of a high school root in 
suburban Philadelphia and 
yet another ripped apart 
homes and toppled silos 
in Mullica Hill, New Jersey, 
south of Philadelphia. 

“It just came through and 
rioped,” said resident 
Jeanine Zubrzycki, 33, who 
hid inher basement with her 
three children as the house 
shook and lights flickered. 
When the danger passed, 
they went upstairs and saw 
a neighbor's house had 
been destroyed. 

“And then you could just 
hear people crying,” said 
Zubrzycki, 33, whose own 
home was damaged but 
liveable. 

Record flooding along the 
Schuylkill River in Pennsyl- 
vania inundated homes, 
highways and commercial 
buildings, even as meteo- 
rologists warned that rivers 
likely won't crest for a few 
more days. The riverside 
community of Manayunk 
remained largely under 
water. 

The Schuyilkill reached lev- 
els not seen in over 100 
years in Philadelphia, where 
firefighters were still getting 
calls about minor building 
collapses and people stuck 
in flooded cars Thursday 
morning, Fire Commissioner 
Adam Thiel said. The man- 
agers of a 941-unit apart- 
ment complex near the 
river ordered residents to 
evacuate, citing “deterio- 
rating” conditions after wa- 
ter rushed into the parking 
garage and pool areas. 

In suburban Bucks County, 
several firefighters had to 
be rescued after rushing 
floodwaters pinned a res- 
cue boat against a bridge 
pier, stafeé emergency 
management director 
Randy Padfield said. LJ 
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By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 

BRDO CASTLE, Slovenia (AP) 
— Still reeling from the Ev- 
roopean Union's shortcom- 
ings in Afghanistan, officials 
from the 27-nation bloc on 
Thursday discussed ways to 
improve their resoonse to 
future crises and not be so 
reliant on the U.S. 
“Afghanistan has shown 
that the deficiency in our 
strategic autonomy comes 
with a price,” EU top diplo- 
mat Josep Borrell said fol- 
lowing talks with defense 
ministers that also involved 
NATO and UN _ officials. 
“And that the only way 
forward is to combine our 
forces and to strengthen 
not only our capacity, but 
also our will fo act.” 
European ministers of de- 
fense and foreign affairs 
gathered in Slovenia to 
look at ways to improve 
the bloc’s operational en- 
gagement and develop a 
rapid response force capa- 
ble of operating in difficult 
military theaters. 

They also discussed plans 
for the so-called strategic 
compass, a document 
aiming at harmonizing crisis 
management and defining 


Study: Dust 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The future of steel 
Oroduction at a sprawling 
plant west of Amsterdam 
was called into question 
Thursday after an inves- 
tigation found elevated 
levels of lead and other 
deposits in dust falling in 
nearby residential areas. 
The investigation by the 
government's Public 
Health and Environment 
Institute, known by its acro- 
nym RIVM, focused on dust 
found in towns and villag- 
es near the sprawling Tata 
Steel factory on the North 
Sea coast near the Dutch 
capital. 

“Exposure to the amounts 
of lead and PAH in the dust 
In the lJmond (region) is 
undesirable for the health 
of children,” the institute 
said in a statement refer- 
ring to polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons, or PAH. 
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EU pushes for more autonomy amid Afghanistan fallout 











European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, left, speaks with Dutch Defense Ank Bijleveld 





prior to a group photo at a meeting of EU defense ministers at the Brdo Congress Center in Kranj, 


Slovenia, Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. 


defense ambitions for the 
bloc that is expected to be 
drafted before the end of 
the year. 

One EU official with direct 
knowledge of the ministe- 
rial discussions said there 
was a general consensus 
to acknowledge the “fias- 
co” that followed the with- 
drawal of Western troops 
from Afghanistan. 

The Taliban's takeover 
of Afghanistan and the 


rushed airlift operation that 
followed the U.S. decision 
to pull out from the country 
have laid bare the EU’s de- 
pendency on its ally. With- 
out American support, Eu- 
roopean countries wouldn't 
have been able to guar- 
antee the safe passage of 
their citizens or even their 
troops out of the war-torn 
country. 

“The strategic — situation, 
the geostrategic changes, 


Associated Press 


show that now we need 
Qa stronger Europe,” said 
Claudio Graziano, the 
chairman of the EU milli- 
tary committee. “The situ- 
ation in Afghanistan, Libya, 
Middle East, Sahel, show 
that now It’s the time to act 
starting with the creation 
of a rapid European entry 
force able to show the will 
of the European Union to 
act as a global strategic 
partner. When if not now, 


later would be late.” 

But finding a consensus 
among the 27 EU member 
states To create such a 
standby EU force of around 
5,000 troops is not an easy 
task. 

European countries on the 
border with Russia often 
oppose the idea of auton- 
omy, for instance Poland 
and the Baltic nations. EU 
heavyweight Germany is 
also a strong supporter of 
using NATO for security op- 
erations and keeping the 
U.S. defense umbrella in Eu- 
rope. 

“We don't have yet a com- 
plete unanimity, | would be 
lying to you If today every- 
body agreed on that ex- 
plicitly,” Borrell said. 

Borrell said that in light of 
the disengagement of 
the U.S. on the interna- 
tional scene, the EU has 
no other option than to in- 
crease its capacity to act 
independently." It’s nothing 
against NATO, it’s nothing 
against the EU-US alliance, 
it's a way of becoming 
stronger, facing our respon- 
sibilities and mobilizing the 
resources in order to face 
the challenges that we will 
have to face,” he said.) 


near Dutch steel plant ‘undesirable’ for youths 


The study said that levels of 
metals including iron and 
chrome as well as PAH 
measured outdoors were 
between 20 and 100 times 
higher than outside the re- 
gion, with the highest lev- 
els found at the seaside vil- 
lage of Wijk aan Zee. 

InN a written reaction, Tata 
Steel said it “takes the 
RIVM report very seriously. 
We understand that local 
residents and especially 
the residents of Wijk aan 
Zee are concerned about 
their health and that of 
their children as a result of 
this report and we share 
this concern.” 

Deputy Jeroen Olthof from 
the North Holland provin- 
cial government said mea- 
sures have fo be taken ur- 
gently to reduce the emis- 
SIONS. 

“The RIVM _ investigation 
leaves nothing to be de- 


sired in terms of clarity. 
It does not reassure us,” 
Olthof said in a statement. 
“Can the steel industry in 
the IJmond still existe As 
far as I’m concerned, only 
if the adverse effects on 
health and the living envi- 
ronment are reduced as 
GUIEKY sand as imMmUehi= es 


possible.” 
Residents near the Tata 
Steel plant have long 


voiced health concerns 
linked to dust produced by 
the production. 

Earlier this year, the com- 
pany said it would accel- 
erate a package of mea- 
sures aimed at slashing 
emissions from its site in the 
village of Ijmuiden. 

At the time, Hans van den 
Berg, Chairman of the 
Board of Tata Steel Neth- 
erlands, said: “We take our 
neighbors’ concerns very 
seriously.” 


For the study published 
Thursday, researchers 
from the RIVM measured 
dust three times in villages 
around Tata Steel at 29 
outdoor locations and 12 
indoors. They also carried 
out measurements outside 
the region as comparison. 
Lawmakers in the Dutch 


parliament are set to hold 
a debate next week about 
the Tata Steel plant. Steel 
making in the village of 
limuiden dates back to 
1918. The plant was ac- 
quired in 2007 by Tata 
Steel, one of Europe's big- 
gest steel producers.L) 








In this Tuesday Dec. 4, 2018, file photo, the Tata Steel factory is 
seen at dusk in |Jmuiden, Netherlands. 


Associated Press 
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U.S. senators warn against Iranian fuel shipments to Lebanon 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — A delegation 
of four U.S. senators said 
Wednesday that America 
is looking to help Lebanon 
overcome fuel shortages 
that have paralyzed the 
country. But they warned 
the import of Iranian oil into 
the crisis-hit country could 
have “severely damaging 
consequences.” 

The Democratic senators 
oushed for the immediate 
formation of a Lebanese 
government that can be- 


gin urgent reforms. They 
also vowed support for 
Lebanon's U.S.-backed 


army. The troops saw their 
salaries lose more than 90% 
of their value amid a crash 
in Lebanon's pound in the 
economic meltdown that 
began nearly two years 
ago. 

“It is inexcusable that in the 
middle of this life-threat- 
ening crisis, the political 
leaders in Lebanon have 
refused to make the tough 
choices in order to form a 
government,” Sen. Chris 
Murphy of Connecticut told 
reporters at the end of the 
two-day visit. He said Leba- 


China bans 


By JOE McDONALD 
Associated Press 

BEIJING (AP) China's 
government banned  ef- 
feminate men on TV and 
told broadcasters Thursday 
tO promote “revolution- 
ary culture,” broadening a 
campaign to tighten con- 
trol over business and so- 
ciety and enforce official 


morality. 

President Xi Jinping has 
called for a “national re- 
juvenation,” with — tighter 


Communist Party control 
of business, education, 
culture and religion. Com- 
panies and the public are 
Under increasing pressure 
to align with Its vision for a 
more powerful China and 
healthier society. 

The party has reduced 
children's access to on- 
liné games and Is trying to 
discourage what it sees as 
Unhealthy attention to ce- 
lebrities. 
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In this photo released by lebanese cavaniiient: iebanese President Michel Aoun, third left, 
meets with Sen. Chris Murphy, D-C.T., second left, Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., left, Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-C.T., third right, Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., second right, and U.S. Ambassador to 
Lebanon Dorothy Shea at the presidential palace, in Baabda, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, 


Sept. 1, 2021. 


non needs a government 
that can negotiate with 
the International Monetary 
Fund and start reforms to 
reduce corruption that is 
widespread in the Mediter- 
ranean nation. 

During a visit that included 


men if sees as not masculine enough 


Broadcasters must “reso- 
lutely put an end fo sissy 
men and other abnormal 
esthetics,” the TV regula- 
tor said, using an insulting 
slang term for effeminate 
men “niang pao,” or liter- 
ally, “girlie guns.” 

That reflects official con- 
cern that Chinese pop 
stars, influenced by the 
sleek, girlish look of some 
South Korean and Japa- 
nese singers and actors, 
are failing to encourage 
China’s young men to be 
masculine enough. 
Broadcasters should avoid 
promoting “vulgar internet 
celebrities” and admiration 
of wealth and celebrity, the 
regulator said. Instead, pro- 
grams should “vigorously 
promote excellent Chinese 
traditional culture, revo- 
luUtionary culture and ad- 
vanced socialist culture.” 
Xi’'s government also is 
tightening control over Chi- 


meetings with Lebanon's 
president, parliament 
speaker and prime minis- 
ter-designate, the Ameri- 
can lawmakers said they 
received promises that a 
new government will be 
formed before the end of 


nese internet industries. 

It has launched anti-mo- 
nopoly, data security and 
other enforcement actions 
at companies including 
games and social media 
provider Tencent Holding 
and e-commerce giant Al- 


Associated Press 


the week. 

The visit to Lebanon came 
two weeks after the leader 
of the Iran-backed militant 
Hezbollah group said that 
an Iranian fuel tanker has 
sailed toward Lebanon, 
and that others will follow 


ibaba Group that the ruling 
party worries are too big 
and independent. 


Rules that took’ effect 
Wednesday limit anyone 
Under 18 to three hours 


per week of online games 
and prohibit play on school 





In this June 4, 2021, file photo, a television shows a broadcast 
of a Chinese talk show program as it sits beneath a photo of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping in a home converted into a tourist 
homestay in Zhaxigang village near Nyingchi in western China’s 


Tibet Autonomous Region. 


Associated Press 
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to help ease the fuel short- 
ages. 

The delivery, organized by 
Hezbollah, would violate 
U.S. sanctions imposed on 
Tehran after former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump pulled 
America out of a nuclear 
deal between lran and 
world powers in 2018. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
of Connecticut blasted 
Hezbollah as a “malignant 
cancerous terrorist organi- 
zation” adding that they 
have heard “very. trou- 
blingly about maligned lra- 
nian influence particularly 
in providing fuel.” 
Blumenthal added that 
there is no reason for Leba- 
non to depend on Iran be- 
cause there are plenty of 
“other sources of fuel with- 
out the potential severely 
damaging consequences 
of reliance on Iranian oil.” 
Lebanon has been without 
a fully functioning govern- 
ment since Aug. 10, 2020, 
when Prime Minister Hassan 
Diab’s Cabinet resigned 
days after a massive blast 
at Beirut’s port that killed at 
least 214 people, wounded 
about 6,000 and damaged 
entire neighborhoods.) 


from TV 


days. 

Game developers already 
were required to submit 
new fitles for government 
approval before they could 
be released. Officials have 
called on them to add na- 
tionalistic themes. 

The party also is tightening 
control over celebrities. 
Broadcasters should avoid 
performers who “violate 
public order” or have “lost 
morality,” the regulator 
said. Programs about the 
children of celebrities also 
are banned. 

On Saturday, microblog 
platform Weibo Corp. sus- 
oended thousands of ac- 
counts for fan clubs and 
entertainment news. 

A popular actress, Zhao 
Wel, has disappeared from 
streaming platforms with- 
out explanation. Her name 
has been removed from 
credits of movies and TV 
programs.L] 
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NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! § 
Antigen Test: $50 


PCR Test also available 


COVID-19 


Testing Center 






Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM-6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 





alee 
Ld MedCare Clinic 
Tel: (587) 280-0630 


Groups: Both sides used starvation as tool in Yemen war 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — Two human 
rights groups Wednesday 
accused both sides in Ye- 
men’s conflict of using 
starvation as a tactic of 
war. They urged the U.N. 
Security Council to refer 
the opposing participants 
to the International Crimi- 
nal Court to investigate al- 
leged crimes. 

IN a sweeping 275-page 
report, the Yemen-based 
Mwatana Organization for 
Human Rights and another 
group, Global Rights Com- 
pliance, said they docu- 
mented airstrikes by the 
Saudi-led coalition that hit 
farms, water facilities and 
small fishing boats  dur- 
ing fighting with the lran- 





In this Aug. 25, 2019 file photo, workers carry food supplies provided by the World Food Programme 
for distribution, in Sanaa, Yemen. 
Associated Press 


backed Houthi rebels. 
The report also document- 


ed the Houthis’ restrictions 
on humanitarian activities, 


which deprived civilians in 
areas Under their control of 





Mexico president says containing 
migrants not enough 


By MARCO UGARTE and FA- 
BIOLA SANCHEZ 

Associated Press 

HUIXTLA, Mexico (AP) — 
Mexico President Andrés 
Manuel Lopez Obrador ex- 
oressed frustration with a 
strategy of containing mi- 
grants in the south on Thurs- 
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Haitian migrants walk along the highway in Huixtla, Chiapas 
state, Mexico, early Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021, in their journey 


north toward the U:S. 


day and said he would 
write to U.S. President Joe 
Biden to insist that Country 


ing out of the southern city 
of Tapachula. Mexico’s Na- 
tional Guard and immigra- 


contribute fo his favorite 
development projects in 
the region. 

The president's comments 
came after days of groups 
of 200 to 300 migrants walk- 


tion agents have broken up 
the groups and detained 
many, in some cases UuSs- 
ing force that drew heavy 
criticism."“We can’t just be 
detaining; the causes must 
be addressed,” Lopez Ob- 
rador said during his daily 
news conference. “It’s not 
advisable to just root the 
immigration plan in con- 
tainment, it’s shaky,” 

The Biden administration 
has expressed a_ willing- 
ness to address the root 
causes of migration, espe- 
cially from Central Amer- 
ica. Biden placed Vice 
President Kamala Harris in 
charge of the effort and 
she has visited Mexico and 
Guatemala to gather infor- 
mation. L) 


Daily 

5:00pm to 10:00pm 
Tel. 583-2666 

Website: wae 


Open: 
From: 


Daily for Lunch and Dinner 
10:30 am to 10:00 pm 
587-2667 

Website: WWW. The westieck. com 


Associated Press 





“indisoensable aid, includ- 
ing food.” It also document- 
ed the rebels’ widespread 
and indiscriminate use of 
land mines, which have 
killed and maimed shep- 
herds and their livestock 
and prevented farmers 
from accessing agricultural 
land, according to the re- 
poort.The civil war in Yemen 
erupted in 2014, when the 
Houthis swept across much 
of the north and seized the 
capital, Sanaa, forcing the 
internationally recognized 
government of President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi into exile. The follow- 
ing year, Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states formed a 
coalition and entered the 
war on the side of Hadi’s 
government.L) 
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Congratulations to our Girls U14 and Boys U15 soccer team athletes 


ORANJESTAD - 
in a special 


Recenily, 
ceremony, 


the Government of Aruba 
honored the boys and girls 
soccer teams who won the 
titles of Sub Champion and 
Champion in the CFU Chal- 
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lenge Series 2021 champi- 
onships. 


The Aruba Boys U1I5 selec- 
tion won the title of Sub 
Champion, the Aruba Girls 
U14 selection became 





Champion in the interna- 
tional soccer competition. 
In front of the government 
building, on behalf of the 
government of Aruba, 
Prime Minister Evelyn Wev- 
er welcomed our athletes 


and thanked them for 
putting in high place the 
name of Aruba in the world 


of sports. 
Also present were Minister 
Dangu! Oduber, Minister 


Xiomara Maduro, Ursell Ar- 
ends and Raymond Kam- 
perveen of the RAIZ politi- 
cal party, Darlaine Guedes 
Erasmus of the MEP political 
party, and Randolf Lacle, 
President of the Aruba 
Football Federation. 


The Prime Minister ex- 


pressed how proud she Is 
of our athletes, especially 
since they were the most 
disciplined during their stay 
in the Dominican Republic. 
At the end of the ceremo- 
ny, the athletes, outfitted 
in their beautiful Uniforms, 
received a medal as an 
Ambassador of Aruba. The 
Government of Aruba, on 
behalf of the people of 
Aruba, congratulated and 
thanked our athletes for 
their achievement.L} 





COVID-19 measures 
effective as of 
september 2, 2021 


ORANJESTAD — The Government of Aruba and the Cri- 
sis Team announced new measures effective as of 
September 2nd 2021. COVID-19. 


The measures are as follows: 

e Curfew: Is now eliminated. 

« Closing Time: 12:00 am 

e Restaurants: Max. 6 people per table. 


¢ Social Activities and Sports: Max. people: 90 in- 
doors, 125 outdoors. 

e Funerals: Max. people: 125 (if the space is ade- 
quately large enough) 

e Area Ban 7:00 pm - 5:00 am 

¢ Nightlife: Dancing is not permitted 

e Entertainment: Max 5 musicians on stage. 

e Gathering Ban: Max. 6 people. 


The following measures remain applicable: 

e Masks: Use of masks is mandatory inside aft all es- 
tablisnments. 

e Alcohol: Ban of alcohol on public roads: 24 hours. 

¢ Social Distancing: Continue maintaining social dis- 
tance. 


The New Downtown Living 
Get your Own Ocean 
Front Condo 


Covid Status: 
There are currently 628 active cases. 569 are residents 
and 59 non-residents. 146 deceased. 


There are 48 persons hospitalized. 14 are in ICU in Aru- 
ba and 16 at the ICU in Colombia. Due to lack of staff 
at the hospital they have to send patients over to Co- 
lombia for treatment. LJ 








Over 80% 
Already 
Sold 





(+297) 594 6395 
Weststraat 2, Oranjestad, Aruba ~ 
sales(@harbourhousearuba.com 








For ADVERTISEMENTS i In our ur Newsnaner 


aviso@bondia.com 


www.harbourhousearuba.com 





TSDAY. 





LOCAL [AS 3 SEPTEMBER 2021 














CASINO AND SHOPS 


30 minutes from 
7pm to 11:30pm! 
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Albarbra Open daily 10am to Midnight | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com (EF 3 


Play Responubly, Veut wer gamblerianseymout.cdg if yee or ramecse yeu knew has @ gamblesg problem | L 


BINGO WILL RETURN SOON! 


Ve'esivinnowy | THE SHOPS 
ehcc vember AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 
to lucky slot and table Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
g ame pl ayers every Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





The Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors 


ORANJESTAD — Kimberley Richardson and Marouska Heyliger of the Aru- 
ba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors. These lovely people have been coming to Aruba for 10- 
20-35 and more consecutive years. As a token of appreciation they re- 
ceived a symbolic honorary title on behalf of the Government of Aruba. 


The honorees were: 





Larry and Terri Eisenfeld from USA have who have been honored as 
Goodwill Ambassadors. They have been coming to Aruba for over 20 
years. The ceremony took place at their beloved home away from 
home, Marriott Aruba Surf club. 


Perry Maione, resident of Montclair New Jersey, honored as Goodwill Am- 
bassador. The honoring took place at Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort. 








William Wilkinson, resident of Stuart Florida. Wilkinson has been honored 
as Emerald Ambassador of Aruba. He has been coming to his beloved 
island for more than 35 years consecutively and is an honorable guest at 
Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba. 





Arthur & Juanita Gil honored as Goodwill Ambassadors at the Renais- 
sance Ocean Suites. 


All these marvelous visitors have 1 thing in common, their love for the 
island of Aruba. They have many reasons why they keep coming to our 
island such as the perfect sunny weather. The safety of the island. The 
Aruban people who are always pleasant and kind. The delicious variety 
of food. The hotel staff that welcomes them and treat them as family and 
the familiar faces they see again every time they return to their home 
away from home. 


On behalf of the Government of Aruba, the Aruba Tourism Authority 
and the entire community of Aruba we would like to say "THANK YOU’ 
for choosing Aruba as your favorite vacation destination for so many 
years.L] 
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bistro 


ROMANTIC DINNER UNDER THE STARS y 





2160 per couple 


including o bottle of sparkling wine 
Reservations required | +297? 522 45444 or |kesbistroeamonchebo.com 
Located af Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa | excl, 15% service charge 


Aruba Living Today, real estate mediation: 
We believe in building a connection and constructing a future 
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NOORD — “My goal was to do real estate in 
a different way when | established this com- 
pany June Ist 2009. Not from the perspec- 
tive of only selling, but to look for the perfect 
match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all 
involved are happy and connected by that 
personal touch,” says Randolph Arends, 
owner of Aruba Living Today. Together with 
his business partner Berend Prenger and a 
dedicated team they practice what they 
preach: mediation in Real Estate with a high 
service level. “| am proud to state that so far 
all of my clients stayed with us. | am not sell- 
ing a fairytale, in ten years of course there 
were challenges too but it is about how you 
handle those. It’s like with family, you stick 
together with ups and downs. But the love 
is there.” 


Services offered by Aruba Living Today are 
House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, 
Property Management, Vacation Rental, 
Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, As- 
sist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, 
Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting 
in Import of Furniture. Berend is also a cer- 
tified Appraisal within the Dutch Kingdom 
meaning he does your appraisal report 
that is accepted by all banks and he deliv- 
ers within three days. “This definitely soeeds 
up the process of buying,” he says. This dif- 
ferent approach of real estate is what sets 
Aruba Living Today apart and is also the 
reason why Randolph calls himself a prop- 








erty mediator instead of a real estate bro- 
ker. “The personal touch is essential to me. 
lam stepping aside of the image that real 
estate brokers are only in for the commis- 
sion. This image does not fit me at all, | am 
in for my passion and | can only do this from 
the heart.” 


Testimonials 

What better way to reinforce his words than 
sharing some of the amazing testimonials 
Aruba Living Today received from their cli- 
ents. We made a selection for you because 
we lack space to publish them alll. 


J. 1987 

“Randoloh and his team helped us im- 
mensely to find our dream home on Aruba. 
Their service is excellent, before and after 
buying the house. His office also heloed us 
with financing the property. 

Finding the perfect home is the goal, but 
what | found just as important during the 
whole process is Randolph's integrity. He re- 
ally looks at what you need, doesn't make 
false claims and also advices you correctly 
when it is not in his own interest. This makes 
you feel valued and in good hands.” 


vanmullem!1 

“Without any doubt the best real estate 
agent on the island! Randoloh helped out 
buying our property on the island, repre- 
senting us as a buyer. The guy knows the 
iskand and most people in Aruba what is a 
great help. His after sales goes way beyond 
expected and included services like helping 
getting connected to water, electricity and 
gas. If needed he can help you find rent- 
ers for your house and managing It, again 
with the same service and transparency. 
Summarizing, the guy and his company are 
our eyes and ears on the island if we are not 
there.” 


Debora Zywusko 

“My husband and | have been coming 
to Aruba for 30 years and have dreamed 
about owning our own home in Aruba. | 
was referred to Randolph from Aruba Living 
Today. |am a Realtor myself in the US for 38 
years, so finding the right Realtor was the 
key. Randolph and his team has made this 
process a piece of cake. His integrity and 
honesty has made him a success, always 
available when we called or wanted to 
meet. Not only is he our Realtor, but a new 
lifelong friend!!! Be sure to call him.” 





Frank Stolp 
“Aruba Living Today is probably the best real 
estate agent on the island. Randoloh and 
his team arranged long term rental houses 
for us, Communication with them is always 
correct and they resoond quickly. Absolute- 
ly recommend Aruba Living Today!” 


Linda Kandel 

“THE BEST! No other way to describe the way 
| was treated at this company. ABOVE AND 
BEYOND any expected services. 5 star alll 
the way! Don't hesitate.” 


The door is open 

Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic 
Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes the philoso- 
ohy of connecting. Candles, Buddha or- 
naments, magazines and a homey setting 
form the decor for you to sit and talk about 
your dream house or investment. Aruba Liv- 
ing Today caters for both local and foreign 
market divided into 40 % local buyers and 
60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers come 
from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Germany, 
UK, Russia, Latin America, United States and 
Canada. We are widely covered and thus 
provable good with different cultures, also 
we speak four languages.” Besides that Aru- 
ba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. As 
a member of the Aruban Real Estate Asso- 
ciation they are listed also on the website 
www.adrubalisting.com within a group of 20 
of the most advanced realtors on the island. 
Aruba Living Today is featured as well on 
television and you can find them on House 
Hunters, Social Media - Aruba Living Today 
and of course in Aruba Today’s newspaper. 


Aruba Living Today 

Tanki leendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 

Fax +297 587 9985 

Cell +297 593 9177 

Mail info@livingtoday.aw 
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From fad to force, sustainable investing sweeps Wall Street 


By STAN CHOE 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sustain- 
able investing has gone 
way past fad to become 
one of the steadiest forces 
on Wall Street. 

Over the two years through 
July, month in and month 
out investors sent at least 
$1.5 billion into funds that 
call themselves socially re- 
sponsible or that use en- 
vironmental, social and 
corporate-governance 
criteria to make their in- 
vestments. That’s a far cry 
from other U.S. stock funds, 
which have been rocked 
by titanic swings of interest. 
In two out of every three 
months during that period, 
more money flowed out of 
U.S. stock funds than came 
in, according to fund track- 
er EPFR. 

It's the latest step in the 
evolution of so-called ESG 
investing, which has kept 
gaining in popularity de- 
spite once being dismissed 
as a mere niche. Some in- 
vestors are choosing these 
funds because they want 
steadier returns in the fu- 
ture, while others simply 
want their portfolios to align 
closer with their values. 

Of course, any boom brings 
IN Opportunists. Regulators 
have warned of some po- 
tentially misleading state- 
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In this June 16, 2021, file photo, the facade of the New York Stock Exchange. Sustainable investing 
has gone way past fad to become one of the steadiest forces on Wall Street. 


ments, such as firms claim- 
ing to be ESG-driven but 
owning shares in compa- 
nies with low ESG scores. 
It's reminiscent of how 
products along supermar- 
ket aisles get accused of 
“greenwashing,” or pitch- 
ing their wares as “green” 
even if they’re not. 

But the wide expectation Is 
for ESG and socially resoon- 
sible investing to maintain 
their strong momentum, if 
not keep accelerating. The 
world, after all, keeps pro- 


viding more examples of 
how climate change is af- 
fecting Companies’ profits 
and losses. 

Wildfires are burning some 
parts of the country, while 
heavy rains are flood- 
ing others. All the while, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to drag on the 
economy, and a dispiriting 
report on global warming 
released earlier this month 
had the United Nations de- 
claring a “code red for hu- 
manity.” 


Associated Press 


ESG investing often gets 
stereotyped as something 
primarily for millennials and 
younger investors, but ex- 
perts say It’s also attracting 
Baby Boomers. That’s a big 
deal because they have 
the most money fo Invest. 
“It's now a= mainstream 
theme,” said Cameron 
Brandt, director of research 
OT EPER. 

“The main risk to the cur- 
rent trend Is that it’s no lon- 
ger this scrappy voice on 
the sidelines. It’s now in the 


arena, and | think it is going 
to be judged by more es- 
tablished criteria.” 

That includes the potential 
for higher fees. Measuring 
how a company performs 
On environmental issues, 
along with how it treats its 
workers and how rigorous 
its Ccoroorate-governance 
policies are takes research 
and work. And that can 
lead to higher expenses. 
Interest has been strong 
enough in ESG investing 
that US SIF, a group that 
advocates for sustainable 
investing, recently updat- 
ed its guide for investors 
hoping to get into if. It also 
offers a free course online 
for people wanting to learn 
the basics of sustainable in- 
vesting. 

That is something that’s be- 
coming more prevalent as 
the field expands. 

Some funds pledge not to 
own stocks of any com- 
panies seen as dangerous 
or distasteful, for example. 
Others will try to own only 
companies that get the 
highest ratings from score- 
keepers on environmental, 
social and corporate-gov- 
ernance issues. 

Still others try to buy only 
companies that score the 
best within their soecific in- 
dustry, even if the score is 
very low overall. L) 





OPEC steadily adds back production as economy recovers 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— The OPEC oil producers’ 
cartel and allied non-mem- 
ber countries led by Rus- 
sia signed off Wednesday 
on gradually increasing 


production as the global 





economy and demand for 
fuel continue to recover 
from the worst of the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

The group fended off pres- 
sure from the U.S. fo move 
faster in restoring produc- 
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In this Friday March 6, 2020 file photo, people stand outside the 


headquarters of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Couniries, OPEC, in Vienna, Austria. 


Associated Press 


tion cuts made during the 
pandemic and potentially 
ease costs at the pump for 
American drivers. 

The group, known as 
OPEC+, agreed at an on- 
line meeting to stick with 
earlier plans to add back 
400,000 barrels per day 
from Oct. 1. The cartel and 
its allies are gingerly restor- 
ing deep cuts made last 
year, when lockdowns and 
travel restrictions caused 
demand for fuel and prices 
to crater. 

Prices fell ahead of the 
meeting but trimmed losses 
afterwards. Oil was off 0.4% 
at $68.26 per barrel on the 
New York Mercantile Ex- 
change, while Brent crude, 
an international bench- 
mark, traded down 0.4% 
at $71.36 per barrel. Prices 
have recovered from a 


slump to just above $62 for 
New York Mercantile Ex- 
change crude on Aug. 20. 

The OPEC+ decision tracks 
with a plan forged in July 
to add back 400,000 bar- 
rels a day each month until 
last year’s cuts are restored 
next year. Key OPEC mem- 
ber Saudi Arabia has urged 
a cautious, step-by-step 
approacn. 

The group has started 
meeting monthly to keep 
close watch on the market 
and production levels amid 
uncertainty about whether 
the more contagious delta 
variant of the coronavirus 
will present further eco- 
nomic setbacks in different 
parts of the world. 

Adding too much oil to the 
market could cause prices 
to slio, as they briefly did in 
August, while holding back 


oroduction costs members 
money for their state bud- 
gets. 

The Biden administration 
has urged OPEC fo _in- 
crease production faster, 
saying that higher gasoline 
costs risk harming the on- 
going global recovery. 

The average U.S. price for a 
gallon of gas at the pump 
was $3.17 on Wednesday, 
according to motoring 
federation AAA. That com- 
pares to $2.32 per gallon a 
year ago. 

The cost of crude oil ac- 
counts for about half the 
price of gasoline at the 
OUMp. 

Analysts said gas prices 
might rise after refineries in 
the United States shut down 
during Hurricane Ida, but 
they so far have remained 
relatively steady.L) 
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CROSSWORD (P]a[S[s BM S|whi [ms 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 36City 
1 Airport near 
line Carthage 
5 Quiche 38King of 
base Crete 
9 Nebraska 39 Heaps 
city 40 Pharaoh 
11 Sounds symbols 
from 41 In — : 
Yesterday's answer 
pounds (really) 
13 King or S Enjoys  25Sirs 
c7ar DOWN the counterpart 
14 Recess 1 Hollowed fink 26 Maine 
15 Angled out 10 Comes park 
pipe 2 Charm Up 27 Soke of 
16 Repeat 3 Writing 12 Trap- film 
18 Toppled, implements shooting 28 Wild 
asa 4¥onder 17 Poet cards, at 
monarch yacht Hughes times 
20 Spot 5 Diminished 19 Holds 30 Sanctity 
élTooklo 6Teriof 22 Lively 31 Rib 
Impound “Teotsia” quality 33 Settle 
22 Relish 7 Whiting = 24 Sick in heavily 
23 They implements bed 3f Draw 
hold 
power 
24 Gloss 
target 
25 Supplies 
with stat 
27 Like some 
poals 
29 Drama 
division 
30 New 
Orleans 
real 
32 spotted 
34 Stage 
signal 
35 “Skytall” 
singer 
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IXnlLOw FELLOW 


One letter stands tor uniether. In this sample, A is used 
for the thre: Los. A for the two OFs. ete. Siele betters, 
apostrophes. the deneth and formation of dhe words 


ure all hints. bach day the code letters are different. 
9-3 CRYPLOQOLOTE 
J MoS YAU] 4A£0 HTSOACL 
ROSGUIVAH AP GHI UAKRY SII 
You JMS Yi FM OA MI fi L, 
HWAIMYVET JA DAUS., — AEIY¥SL 
WOoORAL¥ I 

Yesterday's Cryptuquoate: STRIVE 10 BE 
A PRRSON Gb VALUE. AND SUCCESS WILD. 


LNDEANTABLY POLLO. — NENCI RODRIGUES 
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Unsold 2021 Ram pickup trucks are parked on the storage lot outside a Ram dealership on Sunday, 


Aug. 29, 2021, in Littleton, Colo. 


Associated Press 


survey: Owners frustrated when linking 
phones fo vehicles 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Automo- 
bile quality rose last year, 
but glitches in pairing 
smartphones with infotain- 
ment systems frustrated 
owners more than any- 
thing, according to a large 
U.S. survey of auto owners. 
For the first time, a brand 
from Fiat Chrysler, now Stel- 
lantis, ranked No. 1 for hav- 
ing the fewest problems. 
Ram trucks finished first, fol- 
lowed by another compa- 
ny brand, Dodge, accorad- 
ing to the annual survey by 
J.D. Power. Lexus, Mitsubi- 
shi, Nissan, Kia, Genesis, 
Hyundai, Jeep and Chev- 
rolet rounded out the top 
10 brands. 

Smartphone connections, 
mainly linking Android Auto 
and Apple CarPlay to au- 
tomobiles, was this year’s 
top problem. It beat voice 
recognition as the survey's 
No. 1 gremlin for the first 
time since 2011. 
Automakers have been 
trying To link phones to cars 
for more than a decade, 
yet the problem persists, 
said Dave Sargent, J.D. 
Power's vice president of 
automotive quality. Now 
it's the connection to make 
the Apple and Android sys- 
tems show up on the vehi- 
cle screens, he said. 


“People see that their 


phone works fine by itself, 
but when they come to 
connect it to the vehicle, 
go through the Wi-Fi sys- 
tem, that’s where the prob- 
lems exist,” Sargent said. 

Consumers quickly blame 
their vehicle, but tech 
companies are part of 
the problem and should 
share some of the burden 
in solving it, he said. About 
one-third of vehicles on 
the market in the U.S. have 
the ability to link to Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto, 
and the problem is perva- 
sive with all manufactur- 
ers, Sargent said. Auto and 
tech companies point the 


finger at each other, and 
the consumer is caught in 
the middle, Sargent said. 
Operator error isn’t the 
problem because all the 
owners are doing Is trying 
to connect, not use any of 
the features, he said. “I’m 
sure the industry will get It 
figured out, and in a Cou- 
ple years’ time, it will work 
better,” Sargent said. 

Mass market brands such 
as Ram continued to out- 
perform luxury brands in 
the annual survey, largely 
because they don't have 
as much glitch-prone tech- 
nology as the pricier vehi- 
cles, Sargent said.LJ 
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To All Time - Share Owners 
Condo Owners and House 
Owners in Aruba 

Do you want to sell your prop- 
erty ? 

Contact us HTTA 


36 Years doing Honest business 


Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Ocean Front 
Week 35 Room # 346 E 

Price : $8,5K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suite 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 34 ,35,36 
Room # 3518 Garden View 
Price : $ 4 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 

1BR WK #35 room #2345 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 

1 BR WK #35 room #2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1BR WK # 38 room# 2322 
Ocean /Harbour view 

Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view$6k 

2 BR Ocean view$8K 

2 BR Ocean Front 18 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Classifieds 


House For sale 

Fixer upper 

5 min walk by the ocean 

In Savaneta (near zee rover 
restaurant) 

4 BR, 3 bath on property land 
Price :$180K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 

Solito 10 min drive to beach 
Close to town, hotel, supermar- 
ket 

2 Bedroom 2bath on a property 
Land 

Price :$240K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Golf course 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 bedroom, 2 1/2bath 
Fully furnished ocean view 
With garage 

Price :$ 450 K 

More info call :0 11-297- 
6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 
Eagle Beach 
3 bedroom 2 bath 
2 bedroom 3 bath 
Both are ground floor 
Fully furnished 
Price $800k each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 
214568 
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Once green, prehistoric 
Arabia drew early 
humans from Africa 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 

AP Science Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Huw Groucutt passes rolling sand 
dunes as far as his eye can see when traveling to archae- 
ological sites in the northern Arabian Peninsula. 

But the same desert regions were once intermittently lush 
and green, attracting early humans and large animals 
such as hippopotamuses migrating out of Africa to linger 
at ancient lakes, new evidence suggests. 

Until a decade ago, the Arabian Peninsula was a blank 
spot on the map for scientists trying to reconstruct the 
story of early human evolution and movements out of Af- 
rica. Much more Is known about early human settlements 
in the Levant region modern-day Israel, Jordan, Lebanon 
and parts of Syria where extensive archaeological re- 
search has been carried out for more than a century. LL) 





Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


ROCOCO PLAZA 
eee oe a 
ssept IS CANCELLED 
EVERY SATURDAY WILL 
CONTINUE INFO 7415640 


via whatsapp only 
NEAT BIG MARKET 
WILLBE 3 OKTOBER 
FERIA GARAGE / CHARITY 
TUR DIASABRA 9-1 
BERDURA, FRUTA .PISCA 
MATA etc..INFO 741-5640 
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Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 
Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 
Columnists 


Anthony Croes 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
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Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Santa Anna _ Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 





A14 


FRIDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2021 


|PEOPLE / ARTS 





social media's 70-up ‘grandfluencers’ debunking aging myths 


By LEANNE ITALIE 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joan 
MacDonald’s health was 
in shambles at age 71. 
She was overweight and 
On numerous medications 
with high cholesterol, rising 
blood pressure and kidney 
trouble. 

Her daughter, a_ fitness 
coach, warned that she'd 
wind up an invalid if she 
didn’t turn things around. 
She did, hitting the gym for 
the first time and learning 
to balance her diet with 
the helo of a brand new 
tool, an iPhone. 

Now 75, MacDonald is a 
hype beast for health with 
a bodybuilder’s physique 
and 1.4 million loyal follow- 
ers on Instagram. 

She’s among a growing 
number of “grandfluenc- 
ers,” folks 70 and up who 
have amassed substantial 
followings on social media 
with the helo of decades- 
younger fans. 

“It’s so rare to find someone 
her age being able to do 
all these things,” said one 
of her admirers, 18-year- 
old Marianne Zapata of 
Larchmont, New York. “It’s 
just such a positive thing to 
even think about.” 

Both aspirational and inspi- 
rational, older influencers 
are turning their digital plat- 
forms into gold. 


Angeles. 


MacDonald has paid part- 
nerships with the sportswear 
and supplement brand 
Women’s Best, and the 
stress-busting device Sen- 
sate. And she just launched 
her own health and fitness 
app not so many years af- 
ter learning how to use digi- 
tal technology herself. 

On TikTok, four friends who 
go by @oldgays the young- 
est is 65 have 2.2 million fol- 
lowers, including Rihanna. 
They have an endorsement 
deal with Grindr as they 
delight fans with their clue- 
less answers to pop culture 
questions. 

Others focus on beauty and 


Style, setting uo Amazon 
closets with their go-to looks 
and putting on makeup tu- 
torials live. Lagetta Wayne, 
at 78, has teens asking her 
to be their grandmother as 
she tends to her vegeta- 
bles and cooks them up in 
Suisun City, California, as @ 
msgrandmasgarden on Tik- 
TOK. 

Wayne, with 130,500 follow- 
ers amassed since joining in 
June 2020, owes her social 
media success to a teen- 
age granddaughter. Her 
very first video, a garden 
tour, clocked 37,600 likes. 
“One day my garden was 
very pretty and | got all 





Associated Press 


excited about that and 
| asked her if she would 
take some pictures of me,” 
Wayne recalled. “She said 
she was going to put me on 
TikTOk and | said, well, what 
is TikTOk? | had never heard 
of it.” Most people ages 50 
and up use technology to 
stay connected to friends 
and family, according to 
a 2019 survey by AARP. 
But less than half use social 
media daily for that pur- 
pose, relying on Facebook 
above other platforms. 

Just 37% of those 70 and 
older used social media 
daily in 2019, the research 
showed. Since coronavirus 


struck, older creators have 
expanded their horizons 
beyond mainstay Face- 
book, offen driven by the 
growing number of feeds 
by people their own age, 
said Alison Bryant, senior 
vice president for AARP. 

In the California desert 
town of Cathedral City, 
Jessay Martin is the second 
youngest of the Old Gays 
at 68. “| thought | was go- 
ing to spend the rest of my 
life relaxing pretty much, 
and | do, but this is picking 
Up more for us. | had a very 
structured week where 
Monday | worked the food 
bank at the senior center, 
Tuesday and Friday | did 
yoga for an hour and a 
half, Wednesday | was on 
the front desk at the senior 
center. 

“They’re showing that any- 
body can do these things, 
that you don’t have to be 
afraid of aging. The 20 and 
30 somethings don’t of- 
ten think about that,” Bry- 
ant said. “The authenticity 
that we're seeing in some 
of these older influencers Is 
really refreshing. That’s part 
of the complexity of their 
narratives. They're bring- 
ing other parts of their lives 
to If. They’re grandparents 
and = great-grandparents 
and spouses. They're more 
comfortable in their own 
skins.” L) 


ABBA back after 40 years with new album, virtual stage show 


By The Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — ABBA is re- 
leasing its first new music In 
four decades, along with 
a concert performance 
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Members of the pop group ABBA, from left, Benny Andersson, 


that will see the “Dancing 
Queen” quartet going en- 
tirely digital. 

The forthcoming album 
“Voyage, to be released 





Agnetha Foltskog, Bjorn Ulvaeus and Anni-Frid Lyngstad, 
appear in Tokyo on March 14, 1980. 


Associated Press 


Nov. 5, is a follow-up to 
1981's “The Visitors,” which 
until now had been the 
swan song of the Swedish 
supergroup. And a virtual 
version of the band will be- 
gin a series of concerts in 
London on May 27. 

“We took a break in the 
spring of 1982 and now 
we've decided it’s time 
to end it,” ABBA said in a 
statement Thursday. “They 
say it’s foolhardy to wait 
more than 40 years be- 
tween albums, so we've 
recorded a follow-up to 
‘The Visitors.’ ” 

The group has been cre- 
ating the holographic live 
show, using motion cap- 
ture and other techniques, 
with George Lucas’ spe- 
cial-effects company, In- 


dustrial Light & Magic. 
They call tt “the strang- 
est and most spectacular 
concert you could ever 
dream of.” 

“We're going to be able 
to sit back in an audience 
and watch our digital 
selves perform our songs,” 
the group's statement 
said. “Weird and wonder- 
ful!” 

The planned show spurred 
the making of the album, 
which features the new 
songs “I Still Have Faith In 
You” and “Don't Shut Me 
Down.” It began with ses- 
sions in 2018 and was de- 
layed by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The show will come 50 
years after the founding of 
the group that consisted 


of two married couples for 
most of its existence, and 
whose name is an acro- 
nym of the first names of Its 
members, Agnetha Faltsk- 
og, 71, Bjorn Ulvaeus, 76, 
Benny Andersson, 74, and 
Anni-Frid Lyngstad, 75. 
Their music has remained 
Ubiquitous in the decades 
since their breakup, in part 
because of the stage mu- 
sical “Mamma Mia!” and 
the two films that followed 
it. 

They were inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2010. 

Last week the group 
launched a website with 
the title “ ABBA Voyage,” 
teasing the new an- 
nouncement. Tickets go 
on sale Tuesday.) 
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By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — In the 
moment, it wasn’t a big 
deal. Just another game 
in the middle of the week 
in the middle of a pennant 
race. 

The best nine players avail- 
able ran onto the field at 
Three Rivers Stadium for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates on Sept. 
L,. 1971. 

The fact all nine — Ren- 
nie Stennett, Gene Clines, 
Roberto Clemente, Willie 
Stargell, Manny Sanguillen, 
Dave Cash, Al Oliver, Jack- 
ie Hernandez and Dock El- 
lis — were Black or of Latin 
descent didn't even really 
occur to them until after- 
ward. 

Oliver has always found it 
curious as to why it hasn't 
been celebrated the way 
Jackie Robinson breaking 
the color barrier in 1947 is. 
Yet in recent years, he’s 
come to take it as a com- 
pliment of sorts, a nod to 
the color-blind approach 
Pirates manager Danny 
Murtaugh took to his job. 
“We didn’t take the field, 
you know, to make _ his- 
tory,” Oliver said Wednes- 
day night while honoring 
the 50th anniversary of a 
10-7 win over Philadelphia. 
“But as if turned out, It was 
history. And the thing that 
| feel great about it was 
that if proved the unity that 
we had on our team and 
oroved that we had a man- 
ager that really (wasn’t) 
concerned about race.” 
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Al Oliver, Gene Clines, Manny Sanguillen, seated, and Dave Cash pose for a portrait during an 
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Pirates in MLB's Ist minority lineup honored 50 years later 





event hosted by the Pittsburgh Pirates to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first all-minority 
lineup to take the field in Major League Baseball history, at the Heinz History Center, Wednesday, 


Sept. 1, 2021, in Pittsburgh. 


Oliver, a seven-time All-Star 
during his 18-year career, 
figures the sea of black 
and brown faces with the 
gold ‘P’ on their caps was 
simply the byproduct of the 
way general manager Joe 
Brown went about con- 
structing a team. 

“(He said) ‘What we did, 
we signed players be- 
cause they can play, not 
the church they went to,’” 
said Oliver, who played 
first that night. “And every 
time | hear that quote, I’ve 
got to laugh because it’s 
true. If doesn't matter what 
church you go to as long as 
you can play some ball.” 
Something that was never 


an issue for the “Lumber 
Company” era in Pitts- 
burgh. The victory over Phil- 
adelphia that night came 
during a torrid 18-5 stretch 
that allowed the Pirates 
to win the NL East. Pitts- 
burgh went on to beat San 
Francisco in four games in 
the NL Championship Se- 
ries before rallying from a 
two-game deficit to edge 
heavily favored Baltimore 
in the World Series. 

“YOU could never under- 
estimate what we thought 
we could do as a team, 
because we could beat 
anybody,” Cash said. “Bal- 
timore had beat every- 
body else, but they hadn't 
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beat us.” 

Not with Hall of Famers like 
Clemente in right field and 
Stargell in left and Oliver 
Usually in between. It’s tell- 
ing that the only thing Oli 
ver noticed about the line- 
Up wasn’t its racial makeup 
but his spot in it: seventh. 

“| thought | was a pretty 
good hitter,” Oliver, a .303 
lifetime hitter, said with a 
laugh. “But when | looked 
at the card, I'm hitting sev- 
enth, and | said, ‘Hey, this 
has to be a great team.’” 
It was. While Oliver remem- 
bers the day being met 
with a shrug of sorts, over 
five decades it has taken 
on new meaning for the 


grandfather of four. 

“It is important to (my chil- 
dren and grandchildren) to 
know that their people were 
part of baseball history,” he 
said. “| think that’s the key. 
You know, that’s something 
that can be passed down, 
something that cannot be 
taken away. And | just feel 
good that they are aware 
of that fact.” 

Even if it’s a moment that 
may be difficult to repli- 
cate. The surviving mem- 
bers of the 1971 team be- 
lieve it’s more likely that 
a team fields an entirely 
all-Latin lineup before one 
featuring all Black and Lat- 
in players. Participation in 
baseball among Blacks has 
dropped across the board, 
and Black players currently 
make up less than 10% of 
Major League rosters. 
“Afro-American kids have 
gravitated to basketball, 
they have gravitated to 
football,” Oliver said. “And 
the reason why they've 
done that is that’s all they 
really see on TV, on com- 
mercials, all the football 
players and the basket- 
ball players. But you really 
don't see a lot in baseball 
of baseball players doing 
commercials. And, you 
know, as an Afro-American 
individual, you have a ten- 
dency to do things that 
look like you.” 

It plays in stark contrast to 
how Oliver grew up in Ohio 
in the 1950s and 60s, when 
he idolized Jackie Robinson 
and Frank Robinson. CL) 





Roglic keeps Vuelta lead on last 
mountain test, Lopez wins 


ALTU D’EL GAMONITEIRU, 
Spain (AP) — Primoz Roglic 
moved closer fo clinching 
his third consecutive Span- 
ish Vuelta title after increas- 
ing his lead on the final 
test in the high mountains 
on Thursday, while Miguel 
Angel Lopez won the de- 
manding 18th stage. 

Lopez held off a late aft- 
tack by Roglic to claim the 
162-kilometer (100-mile} 
route that crested three 
mountain passes before a 
finish atop the beyond-cat- 
egory Altu d’El Gamonit- 
eiru. It is the first time the 


Spanish Grand Tour has in- 
cluded the grueling ascent 
with an average gradient 
of nearly 10% over 14.6 ki- 
lometers (9 miles). Lopez 
broke away from the group 
of the hardiest riders, in- 
cluding Roglic, with around 
5 kilometers (3 miles) to go 
and overtook David de 
la Cruz in the fog that ob- 
scured the vision of the val- 
leys below. Michael Storer 
was eyeing a third win at 
this Vuelta when he started 
the final ascent with a two- 
minute advantage. But he 
soon saw his advantage 


crumble as the top riders 
picked up the pace on the 
grueling upward haul. 
Lopez gave Movistar its 
first win at this year’s race, 
finishing in 4 hours, 41 min- 
utes, 21 seconds. Roglic 
dropped Lopez’s team- 
mate Enric Mas and Egan 
Bernal of Ineos over the fi- 
nal meters to finish second, 
14 seconds behind Lopez. 
Roglic, the Jumbo-Visma 
leader, added a few sec- 
onds to his lead in the gen- 
eral classification. Mas. is 
his nearest chaser at 2:20 
minutes behind with three 


stages to go. 

“It’s nice (fo be out of the 
mountains). We are all feel- 
ing the efforts from the last 
two days and the weeks 





Miguel Angel Lépez from Colombia crosses the line to win the 
18th stage between Salas and Alto de Gamoniteiro, during La 
Vuelta cycling race in Spain, Thursday Sept. 2, 2021. 

Associated Press 


before,” Roglic said. “I still 
think there are some. su- 
per hard stages to come. 
Hopefully we can do our 
best and finish it off.”L) 
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No. 1 Barty, top U.S. Open women win easily after Ilda delays 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — About 
the only problems No. 1 
seed Ash Barty and other 
top players encountered 
Thursday afternoon at the 
U.S. Open came in the de- 
lays trying to get to Flushing 
Meadows in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Ida’s remnants 
blowing through the North- 
east a night earlier. 

Barty, a two-time major 
champion including at 
Wimbledon in July, Tokyo 
Olympic gold medalist Be- 
linda Bencic, double Wim- 
bledon title winner Petra 
Kvitova and other seeded 
women including No. 14 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenko- 
va, No. 17 Maria Sakkari, 
No. 23 Jessica Pegula and 
No. 28 Anett Kontaveit all 
won in two sets to get fo 
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the third round. 

Advancing in straight sets in 
men’s play during the day 
session: Summer Games 
gold medalist and 2020 U.S. 
Open runner-up Alexander 
Zverev and No. 22 seed 
Reilly Opelka of the U.S. 
The most-anticipated 
match on the schedule was 
to come at night, when No. 
1 Novak Djokovic took his 
22-match Grand Slam win- 
ning streak into Arthur Ashe 
Stadium against  12\st- 
ranked Tallon Griekspoor of 
the Netherlands. Djokovic Is 


trying to complete the first 
calendar-year Grand Slam 
in men’s tennis since Rod 
Laver in 1969 and Is bidding 
to break the men’s mark 
of 20 career major titles he 
shares with Roger Federer 
and Rafael Nadal. 

With the sun out and nary a 
cloud around, play in sec- 
ond-round matches on the 
outer courts was pushed 
back from 11 a.m. to noon 
to allow the U.S. Tennis As- 
sociation time to clean 
Uo downed tree branches 
and other scattered debris 
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and make sure everything 
was ready for competition 
on Day 4 of the year’s last 
Grand Slam tournament. 
Once all was ready to go, 
it was just a matter of play- 
ers’ transportation navigat- 
ing traffic delays caused by 
road closures and vehicles 
that were abandoned 
overnight; a trio from Man- 
hattan to Queens that 
normally might take 30-45 
minutes took 1 1/2 hours or 
longer for some. 

“We had to do a full as- 
sessment of the grounds 
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Ashleigh Barty, of Australia, returns a shot to Clara Tauson, of Denmark, during the second round 
of the US Open tennis championships, Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. 


Associated Press 


and making sure the courts 
were playable and that 
Hawk-Eye (electronic line- 
calling) would function,” 
USTA sookesman Chris Wid- 
maier said. He said that 
while the forecast called 
for heavy rain Wednesday 
night, New York police did 
not advise the USTA to can- 
cel the evening session dur- 
ing a routine twice-daily 
briefing. Eventually, the Na- 
tional Weather Service of- 
fice in New York declared 
flash flood emergencies 
in the region, subway sta- 


tions and tracks became 
so flooded that the Metro- 
politan Transportation Au- 
thority susoended alll ser- 
vice and New York City put 
in place a travel ban until 
5 a.m. Thursday for all non- 
emergency vehicles. 
“Trying to grasp what was 
happening here on-site 
was quite unbelievable, 
and | know that there has 
been a lot of flash flood- 
ing and a lot of people in 
trouble. Hopefully a lot of 
people from site got home 
safely, and New Yorkers 
in general were able to 
get home, because it was 
quite a wild storm. It did 
wreak some havoc; oObvi- 
ously there was a later start 
today, | think, because of, 
obviously, the damage to 
the site,” Barty said. 

“It took Us a while to get in 
this morning, but we kind of 
allowed for that time,” she 
added, “expecting there 
would be a little bit more of 
an issue than just a normal 
commute coming in.” 

She delivered 11 aces and 
accumulated 19 break 
points, converting five, on 
the way to a 6-1, 7-5 win 
against 18-year-old Tauson 
of Denmark. 

The only seeded woman 
to exit in the afternoon was 
No. 24 Paula Badosa, who 
was eliminated by Varvara 
Gracheva 6-4, 6-4.L]} 








In this Jan. 3, 2021, file photo, Philadelphia Eagles Jalen Hurts 
wears a Black Lives Matter decal on the back of his helmet 
during the team’s NFL football game against the Washington 
Football Team in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 
Or US “ana “End: Kae. 
ism” will be stenciled in 
end zones for the second 
straight year as part of the 
league’s Inspire Change 
platform. 


By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 

NFL players can wear so- 
cial justice messages on 
their helmets again this 
season and “It Takes All 





NFL returns social justice helmet 


decals, end zone stencils 


The league will also bring 
back the “Say Their Sto- 
ries” initiative and for the 
first time, each team will 
highlight its social justice 
work during a regular-sea- 
son home game in Weeks 
17 and 18. “We are com- 
mitted to Inspire Change 
and the social justice work 
that inspires change for 
the long-term,” Anna lsaa- 
cson, NFL senior vice presi- 
dent of social responsibility, 
told The Associated Press. 
The six messages players 
can choose from as part 
of the helmet decal pro- 
Sromneaie. EnauRGcisin, 
“Stop Hate,” “It Takes All 
of Us,” “Black Lives Mat- 
ter,” “Inspire Change” 


and “Say Their Stories.” The 
end zone stencils will be 
placed on field for all clubs 
in allhome games, except 
when another cause is 
being recognized. For ex- 
ample, during a club’s Sa- 
lute to Service game, “End 
Racism” will be replaced 
with “Salute To Service” 
In one end zone and “It 
Takes All of Us” will remain 
on the opposite side. 

This year’s “Say Their Sto- 
ries” features will again be 
voiced by NFL players but 
will evolve to include social 
justice heroes who have 
been personally identified 
by players for their impact 
in this area, particularly 
those from their local com- 


munities. For the final two 
weeks of the regular sea- 
son, all clubs will receive 
the relevant banners, goal 
post wraps, stencils, helmet 
decals and video board 
graphics. The elements will 
continue to be featured 
during playoff games. 
“That will provide a unified 
time frame for us to further 
amplify all of the work that 
our clubs are doing and 
that will lead into the play- 
offs where Inspire Change 
will continue to take cen- 
ter stage,” Isaacson said. 
“The key message for us as 
the season is starting, we 
are ramping Up again in a 
big way with our social jus- 
tice work.” 








